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TUssIeTUR 5 — 12 BunAN WA, 2561

a co ¢ v 9 a

NuUNaNsEl wndda 1.3/1

1F5useTawaynawas s2ulssind Suinenmans dulszaudnmnin 3 dszan
1 wea 2861 Iasenistsziliunasimunganuiudanadinmansuazinenmans

(TEDET — Thailond Educational Development and Evaluation Tests)

Wawinr anadasia 1.3/

1950998 2 ey U5z Freestyle 1/8 Female Way Ensemble LA¥INTA
Medal of Honor 132NN Arfistic 1/8 Female mﬁm?LL‘]J'\‘i‘ifu lce Skating 918N1T
Skate Asia 2018 U The Rink Ice Arena Grand RAMA 9 Tuﬁzmiﬂﬁuﬁ' 5 — 12
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IAFuseTarusBABUAL 1 queng 10 Tude annisuasdiunadl $1en1s Thailand
Kids Golf Championship 2018 — 2019 @ Royal Hils Golf & Resort Lﬁagfuﬁl 19
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Uszanusdus lusswineduit 17 — 19 AwnAu WA, 2561
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SEAMO - Southeast Asian Mathematical Olympiad (Paper C) Grade 5 — 6
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3-4 2018 1HaTu 11 Mugneu WA, 2561
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SEAMO - Southeast Asian Mathematical Olympiad (Paper C) Grade 5 — 6
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1AuREYNawRINMTUAINTUANIAANERT Year Four Middle Primary Division 9181019

Australion Mathematics Competition
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X515 AT 1 annnnauteduilalusents New York Golden Classical Music
Awards International Competition tU Carnegie Hall U umstiigasn am%gam?m
Sefui 13 funeu wa. 2561

1$FUeTaduFLT 1 91nnsudsdiudlelusenis inferational Music Competition
Salzourg “Grand Prize Virtuoso 2018" TuandmaungenIAL W.A. 2561
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Competition 2018 TN 2 AAIAN W.A. 2561
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Good morning, teachers, alumni, and fellow friends. I'm Anjalina Mingcharoen, and | am here

today to speak about my experience with Serviam and social work as a Mater Dei student.
When | learned that | would have the honor to speak here today, | went and looked up the word
Serviom. As we all know, Serviom means ‘| will serve’ and according to the Ursuline Academy of Dallas’s
website - ursulinedallas.org - it is a way to deepen your concern for others and turn it info meaningful
action. It is a calling to use your unique gifts and talents to help those in need. It is a spirit that will
stay with you for the rest of your life.

From a very young age, we are taught the word Serviom and its meaning, yet | personally
never redlly felt the impact of the word. To me, it always felt like a word that kept being repeated
to us when we already knew the meaning. So what was the point?

It was on this most recent trip to the Baan Dek Orn Payathai Orphanage that it finally hit

me. There | was, standing amidst the disorder of howling toddlers in a canteen surely intended to hold

52 Mater Dei News QUUN 60 UN 15 UMSANW 2561



less children than it was currently at the time, thinking, “Is that it? Do we feed them and just leave?

How could that possibly benefit them, when, without us here today, they would still be fed?”

To set my record straight, I've never minded going to these places and helping those in need, but
at the same time I've always felt as if we haven’t been doing much to help. After all, what impact
does one afternoon make?

After reflecting on my experiences multiple times, | can now tell you the answer to that question.
Firstly, As Mater Dei students, we are exposed to living in situations of those less fortunate than us, of
which we would otherwise remain in ignorance, with the greatly privileged lives that we live. Standing
there, again, amidst the chaos of lunchtime, | felt the immense urge to DO something about it. Wheth-
er it be fo feed them befter food or give them a more spacious dining area. And while my group
and | were reflecting on everything that day, we all agreed on that feeling. You might see why this
is both beneficial to ourselves as well as our communities. It provides the opportunity for us to learn
to be compassionate leaders and continue our work in helping those in need. By now, it comes as a
natural instinct, whether we realize it or not.

Secondly, ulfimately it's not just one afternoon, though, is it? | know that | personally have been
to orphanages and retirement homes more times than | would even bother to count, thanks to our
school. And to think that almost every week, every semester, every year, Mater Dei students visit these
establishments, it is bound to make a difference to those that are being helped. Those many affernoons
combined make all the difference.

All along., while we have been taught to know what it means, we did not know that we were
also doing what it means. Mater Dei has somehow not only ingrained the word Serviom info our minds,
but info our hearts as well. It all comes back to what | said earlier at the beginning - and let me
repeat myself in case you have forgotten: SERVIAM is a way to deepen your concern for others and
turn it info meaningful action. The social work that Mater dei does and encourages us students to do

perfectly, completely, and unquestionably embodies that philosophy.
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“I've always maintained - a captain is only as good as his
team. It is not about my leadership, it is not about me.” - Gautam
Gambhir
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Special Report: The Mater Dei World Languages Festival

For this final issue of Mater Dei News for the current 2018—19 aca-
demic year, we are departing from our usual format of publishing sections
of writing from our students and their teachers to present a special report on
the First Annual Mater Dei School World Languages Festival, which was
held in January 2019. Organising this new event in the Mater Dei calendar
occupied several World Languages and other Mater Dei staff members al-
most continuously for nearly two months. All that hard work seems to have
paid off, because most students (and teachers) thought the event was very
worthwhile and actually quite a lot of fun. In the following pages we would
like to share some of the Festival experience with our readers, along with
the texts of two prize winning speeches and a reflection on the event by a
keen observer, Khun Khru David Lenhart. We especially hope you will en-
joy seeing images from the Festival in this, our annual full colour issue of
Mater Dei News.

We do have enough space for a small taste of our regular features.
Our popular Mathayom Five elective course ‘Storytelling through Photog-
raphy’, taught by Khun Khru Monica White with professional photographer
Khun Khru Thanut Singhasuvich and designer Khun Khru Louis Boonsin-
sukh — both volunteer Mater Dei parents — has once again produced some
outstanding student work which we are pleased to highlight in this issue. We
also have some imaginative work from Prathom Four from a newcomer to
Mater Dei, Khun Khru Johnny Wilke. Khun Khru Madame Colette Ad-
amson, head of the French Section of the World Languages Department, has
provided a very interesting and useful summary of recent activities for our
French students. And Khun Khru Bryan Jacques concludes his four-part se-
ries of reflections on the life of Saint Angela Merici, founder of the Order of
Ursulines. We hope you will enjoy this issue.

The First Annual Mater Dei School World Languages Festival, 14 January 2019

Introduction and Overview

The first annual Mater Dei School World Languages Festival was held for half a day on Monday
morning, 14 January 2019, from 7.30 a.m. to 12.15 p.m. All students from Kindergarten through Mathayom
Five participated. Most of our Mathayom Six students were working on their university entrance and thus
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were excused from this event, although some did attend to give their teachers a hand. Mathayom Six had had
their Writing Showcase earlier in June so that they could use the results for their university entrance applica-
tions.

For logistical reasons as well as considerations about how children learn best, Prathom had a differ-
ent schedule from Mathayom. Apart from one special event, a drama, Prathom basically followed its regular
pattern of having four 50-minute class periods. The content of these periods, however, was special for World
Languages Festival, as we shall see below.

For Mathayom, following the opening ceremony, students had three one-hour activity periods along
with their usual morning break. One activity period was devoted to the Mater Dei English Writing Showcase,
now in its fourth year. A second period was used for our first annual Speech Contest, and the third was avail-
able for a visit to the World Languages ‘Café’. We shall touch on each of these activities below. The morn-
ing ended with a period for evaluation and reflection.

‘Crowd control’ at the Mathayom venue, with several hundred children on the move, was a major is-
sue, because events were spread out between the Auditorium and the Mathayom Building. With a very few
exceptions, however, students moved around the Festival venue guided by their homeroom teachers. The
Lower Mathayom grades — Mathayom One, Two and Three — were put together to participate in the Writing
Showcase and Speech Contest. Upper Mathayom Four and Five also joined forces for these two events. The
Mathayom Writing Showcase was held in the large conference rooms and the classrooms on the fifth level of
the Mathayom Building. The Mathayom Speech Contest was held in the Auditorium. The Café occupied the
second level — the piazza — of the Mathayom Building. In the one hour of Café time, most students could par-
ticipate in just two or three of the more than ten events and booths available.

Prathom students generally stayed near their homerooms in their building, but Prathom One to Four
did travel to the Auditorium for a special encore performance of Little Red Riding Hood by Mathayom Two
students. Whereas Mathayom students generally moved from place to place at the Festival venue, Prathom
children mostly stayed in one place and the teachers came to them.

For the Students, By the Students*

An important subtext of the World Languages Festival was ‘For the Students, By the Students’.
Mathayom Five students took a leading role in conceptualizing, designing and running the activities and
games for the Café, working with coordinators Khun Khru Nita (Jan) Nutsathitya and Khun Khru Linda
Donaldson. Mathayom Four students took responsibility for the decorations at

the Café and helped set up the Auditorium for the speech contest and variety
shows. Some Mathayom Six students left their studies for a day to help with I

activities in the Café and to assist speech contest coordinator Khun Khru Stuart

Rooney. )
Students served as masters of ceremonies throughout the morning. A w O\

Mathayom Five student, Ms Napassha Julpisit, produced a selection of logos \LJ ' WJ;\

for the event. In Prathom, Year Six students did not have a programme of their K , >

own but instead assisted the teachers with the activities for younger children. -
We look now in more detail at the Opening Ceremony, the Writing

Two of the logos for the
Showcase, the Speech Contest and Variety Show and the World Languages  World Languages Festival.
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Café, first for Mathayom and then for Prathom. (*Thanks to Khun Khru Samagita (Sama) Ratnaike for her

contributions to this section.)

The Opening Ceremony

Because of space limitations, the opening ceremony was split between
two venues. The primary venue was the piazza at the second level of the
Mathayom Building; a secondary location was the Prathom Building. This sec-
tion describes the activities at the former location.

A Welcome in Five Languages

The Opening Ceremony began with a group of students welcoming
everyone with a greeting in one of the five languages taught at Mater Dei
School. The master of ceremonies for the Opening Ceremony, Ms Kantika
Leerattanakajohn, Mathayom Five, introduced the greeters and their languages:

Thai Ms Dungfun Toasakul, Mathayom Two

The Opening Ceremony at

Chinese Ms Chonlakorn Na Ranong, Prathom Six the Mathayom Building.

English Ms Yathip Vachirapoca, Ms Pornada Palapong and Ms

Sena Lee, all from Mathayom One

French  Ms Nichakamol Chuenpisal, Mathayom Five

Japanese Ms Warranun Sunthornsaratul, Mathayom Four

An Opening Prayer

The Mater Dei Choir, comprised of students
from Prathom Three, Four and Five, under the direc-
tion of Khun Khru Woratida Pantupong, offered the

‘Prayer of Saint Francis’.

Prayer of St. Francis
(Make Me a Channel of Your Peace)

Make me a channel of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me bring your love;
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord;
And where there's doubt, true faith in you.

Oh Master, grant that [ may never seek
So much to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand;

To be loved as to love with all my soul.

Make me a channel of your peace.

Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope;
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light;
And where there's sadness, ever joy.

Make me a channel of your peace.

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

In giving to all men that we receive;

And in dying that we're born to eternal life.
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The members of Mater Dei Choir are (in alphabetical order):

Prathom Three Prathom Four
Ms Dhritsha Sudhirakuljai Ms Koramon Rerkpooritat
Ms Hansa Upra Ms Prima Wanitphakdeedecha
Ms Kanyapath Veskaisri Prathom Five
Ms Nanprapat Othavorn Ms Aichat Achapalasiri
Ms Napa Eiamamornpan Ms Chanapha Jitpraphai
Ms Napat Jantarasaengaram Ms Pavalyn Dardarananda
Ms Nirin Sitakalin Ms Peeraya Kulyadul
Ms Nutcha Cheepsatayakorn Ms Rosarin Synsukpermpoon
Ms Pintuvi Lertthiraphan Ms Varannapas Vongsatitporn

Ms Toroong Chirathivat
Ms Wareewan Banhiran

Opening Remarks by the Director of Mater Dei School, Ajarn Ms Tina-
Marie Paladiganont

The Administrators, Head of the World Languages Department, teach-
ers and all students:

It is a great pleasure for me to preside over the World Languages Festi-
val today. This is a day when students from kindergarten to high school have an
opportunity to broaden their horizons and practice their four skills — listening,
speaking, reading and writing — in the foreign languages taught at Mater Dei

School, namely English, Chinese, French and Japanese. We hope that learning %
languages will serve as a bridge which connects us, brings us closer to people of " —
different races, cultures, beliefs and lifestyles. By truly understanding others, we
can become peace makers.

May I thank everyone who has worked tirelessly to help create this great
event. | wish it great success.

Thank you.

A Song from Kindergarten

The audience was charmed by a group of kin-

dergarten children who gave a ‘movement and action’
version of the song ‘Do-Re-Me’ from The Sound of
Music.
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Remarks by Khun Khru Samagita (Sama) Ratnaike, Mathayom Coordinator and
Head of the World Languages Festival Organizing Committee

Good morning, Sister Pensri, Ajarn Sumitra, Ajarn Tina-Marie, dear colleagues and students.

Today is our First Annual World Languages Festival. Our whole school comes together to cel-
ebrate, showcase, and learn more about the languages we ‘speak’ at Mater Dei School. As we just
heard, our lovely students speak so beautifully in Chinese, French, Japanese, and English. Students
from Prathom One to Mathayom Five will spend this morning learning World Languages through ex-
posure, practice, and fun! And your Kindergarten little sisters will give us a special treat very soon.

In Prathom, your World Languages teachers are waiting to share exciting activities with you.
You will also have a chance to learn some Spanish, German, and French from our very talented teach-
ers! And your Mathayom Two sisters have prepared a special play for you in the Auditorium.

In Mathayom, there will be three major activities today —

e Writing Showcase, on the fifth floor, in which all of you will get to
show us your English writing skills.

e Our First (annual) English Speech Competition and Variety Show in
the Auditorium, and

e The World Languages Café¢ where your teachers and Mathayom Five
sisters have prepared some great games and activities for you.

Whenever we ask students, ‘What would you like done differ-
ently in class,” you always say, ‘Could we have more lessons outside the
classroom?’ So we listened.

I am thrilled that music plays a big part in our World Languages
Festival because music is one of two universal languages. The other is
mathematics, which is harder to justify at our event ... maybe in the fu-
ture! But I am delighted that one of the English games today incorpo-
rates mathematics.

There is an African proverb that says, ‘It takes a village to raise

a child’. I am overwhelmed with gratitude to see this happen with all
who have come together in the spirit of Serviam to create this event. You
touched my heart. There are so many of you who have helped so much — teachers, students and parents
— that it will be lunchtime by the time I finish naming each of you. So on behalf of the World Lan-
guages Department, I would like to thank every one of you who has worked so hard and will give your
one hundred percent today. You help remind us all why we do what we do.

World Languages Festival is a simple idea with a deep meaning. Today we celebrate our work
to learn new languages and our work to learn new ways to connect with our neighbours, near and far.
Because by connecting, we can understand each other better. And by understanding, we can become
Peacemakers.

Today is a day of many firsts. Every tradition had a first. May this be the first of many years of
learning, sharing, and understanding together. Have fun today!

78 Mater Dei News QUuUn 60 UN 15 UMsAnNW 2561



....

World Premiere: The Mater Dei World Languages Festival Anthem

Mater Dei School is very fortunate to have a professional musician and composer among its native
English-speaking staff: Khun Khru Mr Simon Webster (see a profile of Khru Simon in Mater Dei News for
December 2017). Khru Simon kindly agreed to compose a musical work for the inaugural World Languages

Festival.

"""'\—" B | \1
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The work had 1ts World premiere’ at the opening ceremony on 14 January 2019. All who heard the
first performance thought that the result was outstanding, and with Khru Simon’s agreement, we have adopt-
ed his work as our anthem for this annual school event. One must, of course, hear the music to have the full

experience, but one can begin to appreciate the work from these lyrics:

Verse 1

Choir In London the children are snoring fast asleep
French Soloist A Londres les enfants dorment sans aucun soucis
Choir In Paris a baker prepares his boulangerie

Japanese Soloist Bu-ran-je-ri-ga narabu pari no-asa

Chorus

Choir World languages yay
Backing Quartet Hey hey, yay yay, hey hey
Choir Here at Mater Dei
Backing Quartet Hey hey, yay yay, hey hey
Choir Here in BKK
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Verse 2
Choir In Tokyo a school girl is dreaming of wasabi
Chinese Soloist  Zai Dong Jing Xiao nu sheng huan xiang nian zhe jie mo jiang
Choir In Bejing, they sing whilst they’re eating fried dumplings
Thai Soloist wianau Tuidedumuinemdeudeunaly
Repeat Chorus
Personnel
Soloists and Backing Quartet
French Ms Hathai Yoopensuk, Mathayom Four
Chinese Ms Saranrut Teerachinapat, Mathayom Four
Japanese Ms Jira Boonbandansuk, Mathayom Five
Thai Ms Faith Athikomrattanakul, Mathayom Five
Instrumentalists
Taiko Drum  Ms Rasa Chullamandala, Mathayom Three
Flute Ms Nunnapin Chulakanista, Mathayom Two
Violin Ms Nakan Likitchansakul, Mathayom Five
Guitar Ms Pakaramai Uthaikidwanich, Mathayom Five

Choir (in alphabetical order; all from Prathom Three):

Ms Achariya Bijananda Ms Sasinat Siriwattanakorn
Ms Chanamol Srilekdee Ms Toroong Chirathivat
Ms Dhritsha Sudhirakuljai Ms Vinn Mahasaranond
Ms Praepilai Phungsunthorn Ms Yesenia Garcia

Ms Prim Thonguthaisiri

The Fourth Annual Mater Dei English Writing Showcase

The then-English Department established the Mater Dei Writing Showcase in January 2016 to en-
courage and recognize good writing in English from our students. The first, second and third place winners
in Prathom Five through Mathayom Six have been published in Mater Dei News for the past three years.

It was, however, always difficult to find a time in the very full Mater Dei calendar to hold the Writ-
ing Showcase. The merging of the English, French, Chinese and new Japanese departments into the World
Languages Department in 2018 made it possible to reserve times and places for the renamed English Writing
Showcase under our new umbrella activity, the World Languages Festival. This year, for example, Matha-
yom Three, Four and Five and Prathom Five and Six were all able to carry out their Writing Showcase at the
same time in the first one-hour event period of the day. Mathayom One and Two performed their Writing
Showcase simultaneously in the third event period of the morning. (The Mathayom Six competition is held
in June of each year in order that students may use the results in their applications to university.)
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These changes — all made possible by the creation of the World Languages Festival — have solved nearly all
of the administrative problems we faced in conducting the Writing Showcase.

The Writing Showcase is integrated with the students’ regular English Reading and Writing course
and those teachers have a central role in setting the topics for the competition and in selecting the winners. In
general we try to link the Writing Showcase topics with the material that is being studied in the classroom.

As in past years, the results of the Prathom Five to Mathayom Five Writing Showcase will be an-
nounced at the end of this semester in February and the winning works will be published in the June 2019
issue of Mater Dei News. The Mathayom Six results will appear in the September 2019 issue of this maga-
zine.

Special thanks go to Khun Khru Edward Krauss and Khun Khru David Lenhart, who served as coor-
dinators for this year’s Writing Showcase, and to the proctors Khun Khru Ms Gillian Rodger, Khun Khru Mr
Graham Treadwell, Khun Khru Ms Jetharee Uditananda and Khun Khru Ms Sasitorn Sinthop, plus all of the
homeroom teachers who stayed in the room with their students.

The First Annual English Speech Contest

The inauguration this year of the Mater Dei School World Languages Festival has provided an op-
portunity to develop an English language speech competition for our students, an activity that many students,
teachers and parents have long sought. Because of time and space limitations, this year the competition was
organized in two phases. For phase one we invited applications from all Mathayom students who wished to
compete in the contest in two divisions, a Junior Division consisting of Mathayom One, Two and Three and
a Senior Division, comprised of Mathayom Four and Five. All of these self-nominated students then present-
ed a short talk to a panel of Mater Dei native English-speaking teachers, which shortlisted six finalists in
each division. Junior Division finalists were then further trained by Khru Stuart Rooney. Senior Division
finalists received coaching from Khrus Ms Monica White, Mr Glenn Verasco and Mr Julian Eustace. For the
finals of round two, each finalist in each division presented a four to six-minute original speech to an audi-
ence of their classmates and a panel of three judges.

The winner in the Senior Division was Ms Neenara Chatpunnarangsee, a Mathayom Four student.
The runners-up in the Senior Division were (in alphabetical order):
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Ms Arwa Thumrongdhanasarn, Mathayom Four Ms Siseera Kuansongtham, Mathayom Four
Ms Piriyakorn Buakarn, Mathayom Four Ms Tinpavee Thongkongthun, Mathayom Five

Ms Ploi Sripoom, Mathayom Four

A senior division finalist speaking in front of the judges and a rapt audience of her classmates.

The winner of the Junior Division was Ms Dungfun Toasakul from Mathayom Two. The runners-up

were (in alphabetical order)

Ms Lalisa Phuphatana, Mathayom One Ms Sarisa Kankhayan, Mathayom Two
Ms Natcha Bunprakasit, Mathayom One Ms Sasalal Eu-ahsunthornwattana, Mathayom Two
Ms Pim-Orn Pitakskulhong, Mathayom Three

The box on the next page contains the text of Ms Neenara’s winning speech in the Senior Division
and the box on the page following that has the text of Ms Dungfun’s winning Junior Division speech.

Our Judges for the Speeches

Mater Dei School was very fortunate to have Khun Arnulfo (Ar-
nie) Aniel, Distinguished Toastmaster, and Immediate Past President of
the Bangkok Toastmaster Club, serve as chairperson for the two panels of
judges. Other judges in the Junior Division were Khru Ms Monica White,
former CEO of McCann Worldgroup in Bangkok and now a special
teacher at Mater Dei School; and Khru Ms Sasitorn Sinthop, a Mathayom
Four teacher at Mater Dei. Other judges in the Senior Division were Dr
Nyle Spoelstra, Acting Head of the Mater Dei World Languages Depart-

Ajarn Sumitra Phongsathorn

. presenting a token of apprecia-
ment and Mr Stuart Rooney, a Mathayom Four and Prathom Five teacher ;' ipun Amie Aniel, chair

at Mater Dei. of the judging committees.
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The winning speech in the Senior Division, by Ms Neenara Chatpunnarangsee, Mathayom Four

Positive Thinking

Before we begin, let me tell you an infinite truth; history has always been written by the vic-
tors. When the bullets come to a ceasefire and the battle is won, the winning side takes control of al-
most everything.

I’ve come to learn that wars are not only restricted to their soiled battlefields. In fact, it has
been said that the most dangerous war is the one in our heads and our hearts. In a similar way, our
minds are divided into two sides, the good and the bad, which both vie to be superior. So, how can we
be sure the right side wins this ongoing battle? The answer is much simpler than it seems and can be
contained all in two words: positive thinking. Positive thinking helps you become successful, improves
your physical health, and changes your outlook on life.

To start with, a positive attitude enables you to reach your full academic or working potential
by overcoming numerous obstacles, no matter how difficult. According to Martin Seligman, a psy-
chologist who campaigns for positive psychology, positive people tend to have a ‘this shall pass’ mind-
set against problems in their life, which influences them to persevere more and not accumulate as much
stress. For that exact reason, working or learning immediately becomes easier. Therefore, you have a
better chance of succeeding.

Secondly, positive thoughts can be the key to improving your mental and physical health. From
the Mayo Clinic’s research, positive thinking has been proven to greatly impact better health. For in-
stance, it increases life spans, creates better immunity systems, and reduces the risk of cardiovascular
disease-related deaths. In addition, positive thinking improves mental health by reducing stress levels,
lowering depression rates, and helping people create better stress management and coping skills. All of
these things lead to an increased physical wellbeing and better psychological health, which is crucial to
everyone.

Lastly, a bright mind-set lets you see the
world through new eyes. Many times, having the
same thoughts means having the same ideas. Ac-
quiring a different point of view of life by think-
ing positively can lead to new and creative
thoughts. The author of Get Off Your Attitude:
Change Your Attitude. Change Your Life, Ryan C.
Lowe, stated that positive people have the busiest

Ajarn Sumitra Phongsathorn presenting trophy and certif-
icate to Ms Neenara, winner in the Senior Division.

minds. They are quite productive because people
who think positively always set goals and achieve
them. Evidently, a productive and creative mind is important to both daily life and work life.

To conclude, internal conflict is inevitable and unavoidable, but we can change the way we
look at it. If we chose to think positively by improving our attitudes and our point of view, we will be
more successful, productive and healthy. Only in this way will we be able to tame the good and the bad
of ourselves and finally, once and for all, conquer the war that rages within. Just like the victors from
wars long ago, history has once again been written. And for this triumph, you dipped the pen in the ink.
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The winning speech in the Junior Division, by Ms Dungfun Toasakul, Mathayom Two

The Two Most Important Days in Life

‘The two most important days in your life are the day you are born and the day you find out
why’. I learned this powerful and inspiring Mark Twain quotation from my daddy while I was thinking
about my own future. Have you ever been asked, ‘What do you want to be when you grow up?’ A short
question that seems to be normal but the answer would be very important; that’s why our parents,
teachers and the ones who love us keep asking us to think, keep giving us information and when we
have enough, we will be able to design our own life.

The answer for this question will be
both a goal and a map for our precious lives,
like someone wisely said, ‘No point of digging
so hard, if we don’t know where we want to go
and which kind of lifestyle we want to be’. The
answer for the question ‘What do you want to be
when you grow up?’ is up to two days that are
the most important days in our lives. The first
day is the day we were born. It was the first day
of chances. We got to know very important per-
sons, our parents and ourselves. When we were

born, we knew no one, not even ourselves. Eve-
ry day we grow up and know ourselves better

] ) . Ajarn Sumitra Phongsathorn presenting trophy and certif-
and better. Knowing ourselves is the most im- e 1o Ms Dungfun, winner in the Junior Division.

portant basis to creating our future life.

In my family, “What do you want to be when you grow up?’ is not just a question but is a topic
full of stories that my parents usually tell me. These stories give various information that makes my
second day become clearer and closer. The second day is the day we discover why we were born.
Whenever someone asks me or even I ask myself “What do you want to be when you grow up?’ I
would answer; [ want to be the one that sees the world as much as possible. And every time that I give
this answer, [ would feel even more passionate about it. Yes, I want to see the world as much as possi-
ble. What career can make that happen? What career that is the best for me? What career that I can use
my skill to help others? These questions are still very challenging for me to answer and that means the
second day is coming to me, the day I discover why.

As a Thai child, I start to think what will happen to our country? If most of Thai youth can an-
swer the question ‘What do you want to be when you grow up?’ with an exact answer and they find the
life that fits them since they were children, then everything is absolutely going to change and maybe
Thailand will finally be a developed country. A short and normal question ‘What do you want to be
when you grow up? can be a question that creates a very big revolution in our country — Thailand. All
this really depends on the two most important days in our life. I may not yet have an exact answer for
the career I want to do, but I know that I will. My second day is coming in the very near future. Have
you experienced the second day? I hope you will in the very near future. Thank you.
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The Variety Show Acts
To help fill the time while the judges deliberated to determine the winners, we had performances by
some of our very talented students. The acts in the Senior Division included
Ms Onpreeya Charoenthanakit, Mathayom Six, offering the beautiful French song, ‘La Vie en Rose’.
Ms Suparakorn Inros, Mathayom Five, presenting a Korean pop song ‘Tell Me You Love Me’.

Ms Pitchapa Chanaphan and Ms Hathai Yoopensuk, both Mathayom Four, singing ‘Run to You’.

Our very first Japanese majors performing a Japanese version of ‘Aap Sop’. The personnel are:

Ms Bhurichaya Seriwongse Ms Pimnara Suesatkul

Ms Lucksanara Vongsurakrai Ms Pitchayaporn Pitipala

Ms Nanthanat Aramnitikul Ms Purisa Chuasritrakul

Ms Nawiya Punjamawat Ms Teeraya Potiwes

Ms Panjarat Athipongsatien Ms Warranun Suntornsaratul
Ms Petchpear Ekchitkul Ms Warraruathai Suntornsaratul

Ms Pichasinee Manasuth

And finally the student band Gaowlaow (thuvia1) ‘brought down the house’ with their versions of
‘Lover Boy’ and ‘Galaxy’, drawing wild applause and raucous cheers from the audience. The personnel of
Gaowlaow consists of (all Mathayom Four): Ms Pitchapa Chanaphan, vocals; Ms Supakarn Thanyakrieng-
krai, piano; Ms Sujirapa Denkriangkrai, rhythm; and Ms Dollaporn Phattharathamrongwong, guitar.

In the Junior Division the variety show acts included
Ms Vareepittra Suvarnasara and Ms Natcha Bunprakasit, Mathayom One, singing ‘Count on Me’.

Ms Tanyatorn Panchasarp performing ‘Like I'm Gonna Lose You’ with piano accompaniment by
Ms Noppamas Jiengpech, both Mathayom Three.

Ms Chonnipa Yongyai singing ‘Lost Star’ with piano accompaniment by Ms Noppamas Jiengpech,
both Mathayom Three.

Ms Kritpimsorn Ruksasuwan singing ‘If I Ain’t Got You’ with piano accompaniment by Ms Nop-
pamas Jiengpech, both Mathayom Three.

Ms Titaree Titavunno, Mathayom One, performing ‘Learn How to Meow’.

Ms Kotchaphan Kitkrailard, Ms Pongpatchara Supajak and Ms Kirana Chanpornpong, (all Matha-
yom Two, singing ‘Sure Thing’ and ‘Love Is Never Enough’.

auun 60 UN 15 UMsANW 2561 Mater Dei News 85



The band Gaowlaow (1nua1) performing for an enthusiastic Mathayom Four and Five audience in the Auditorium.

These very full sessions were skilfully kept on track by our two masters of ceremonies for the junior
competition, Ms Pracwa Chayasadom and Ms Pimpakarn Karnpisit, both Mathayom Two; and by our two
MCs for the senior session, Ms Jira Boonbandansuk and Ms Pakwan Supaksatapornpun, both Mathayom
Five.

The World Languages Café

Because all Mathayom students were involved in the English Writing Showcase and most were in-
volved in the English Speech Competition, either as competitors or audience members, we wanted to have
some games and activities that would be relaxing and fun for the children. And of course, we wanted these
activities to involve all of our world languages in a meaningful way. Therefore, the second level of the
Mathayom Building was given over to a World Languages Café for the high school students.

The Japanese Section

Mater Dei School’s newest world language, Japanese, has a remarkable
thirteen first-year, or Mathayom Four, students, who set up a booth that showed
visitors how to write Japanese characters. Students practiced writing their own
name in Japanese, along with ‘thank you’ and ‘sorry’ in that script. A student’s

visit to the Japanese booth concluded with writing her name or another word just

Japanese words on badges.

learned on a badge that she could wear.
The Chinese Section

Chinese language is a major subject at Mater Dei School, taught to all students from Prathom One
through Mathayom Three and as a Chinese language major in Mathayom Four through Six. For the Matha-
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yom level of World Languages Festival, the Chinese
section established three booths on the second floor
of the Mathayom Building.

The first Chinese booth was devoted to
making — and eating —

xiao long bao, a type of ~ With apologies to our British friends: “The proof of the xiao

Chinese steamed bun. long bao is in the eating.

A second booth showed the technique of making paper masks. And a third booth

had a game based on using maps. All in all, the three activities showed three
Where in the World...? distinct aspects of Chinese culture.

The French Section
French, along with English, was the earliest

world language taught at Mater Dei School, dating
back to 1927. Now, some 83 years later, our current
French teachers and their students established a booth
with two activities. The first one was to learn a simple
French dialogue requesting from the teacher real
French candy (which had been especially flown in to
Mater Dei by the mother of one of the students). The
second activity was a ‘golden quiz’ covering general

knowledge about France. Winners received attractive
) . . Above: French students at
prizes supplied by Khru Benjaporn Thamteerapong of  the ready.

the Prathom School. Right: Open for business.

The English Section
Mater Dei students spend more time studying English than any other subject, possibly apart from
mathematics. With this emphasis on English, for World Languages Festival we came up with five main

games or activities involving English.

Kahoot! (American Idioms and Slang)

Working in teams, students answered online
questions about American idioms and slang on Ka-
hoot! using the school’s iPads. This educational
competitive game platform was extremely popular
as is shown by the packed meeting room (and the
queue outside you can’t see). The game includes
questions like “What does “That's sick!” mean?’ and
‘What happened if someone “spilled the beans’?
(Thanks to Khru Linda Donaldson for this descrip-
tion.)
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4 Corners Trivia Quiz (General knowledge including mathematics)

In this game of wits and quick action, stu-
dents were asked a series of trivia questions from a
broad range of categories. The students then chose
an answer from the multiple choices: A, B, C or D.
The catch was they had to run to the designated cor-
ner that matched each answer/letter. The students
who ran to the wrong answer were eliminated. The
game continued until one student, the winner, was
left standing.
(Thanks to Khru Nita (Jan) Nutsathitya for this

summary.)

Definition Whispers

Similar to the ‘Telephone’ game, this game also tested the communication skills of students. Post-it
Notes with vocabulary words were placed on the wall. Students were divided into teams of seven and lined
up in rows. A definition was whispered into the ear of each student at the front of the line. At the word ‘go’,
the definition was whispered down the line. The first student to pick the Post-it Note that matched the defini-
tion given kept the Post-it Note. The team with the most Post-it Notes at the end were the winners!
(Thanks to Khru Nita (Jan) Nutsathitya for this explanation.)

Pictionary

In this well-known game, students race against time to draw pictures
representing English vocabulary words. Students from two competing teams
each had one minute to depict multi-level vocabulary words on a whiteboard.
As they drew, their teammates tried to guess the word. Each correctly guessed
word earned the team a point — and the opportunity to guess another word!
(Thanks to Khru Linda Donaldson for this description.)

Transportation Around the World.

Students listen to and identify a genre of
music and match it to its country of origin. They
then form the shape of a vehicle associated with that
country. For example, Italian opera prompts stu-
dents to form gondolas in groups of seven, and J-
pop prompts students to form a Honda Accord in

groups of five. Students who are not quick enough
to form a vehicle correctly are eliminated until only ~ 4bove: Players scrambling
to make the next vehicle

shape.
(Thanks to Khru Glenn Verasco for this explana-  Right: And here we have a

.2

one team of students remains.

tion.)
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The English Reading Room and the Volunteer Mothers

On the third level of the Mathayom Build-
ing, Mater Dei School has an extensive library of
English language books for the students. Some clas-

ses visit this English Reading Room regularly so that [ =%
students can check out books for their assignments
or simply find books for their own reading pleasure.
The Reading Room is operated by a dedicated group
of Volunteer Mothers, who responded enthusiastical-
ly when they were invited to participate in the World
Languages Festival.

The Volunteer Mothers developed a game
called “Which Book’ where students had to match a

uotation or summary written on a card with the ;w ARt
, Y SN : Y PIAe _0‘._.% $
Volunteer Mothers from the English Reading Room. From
lefi: Khun Supawinee Chayanupatkul, Khun Prapaiporn
read the whole book. Chongjaroenjai and Khun Nareerat Chinwatanakit

book it came from. It was challenging and seems to -

have stimulated at least some students to want to

World Languages Festival in the Prathom School

With one exception, for logistical reasons Prathom students carried out their World Language Festi-
val activities in or near their regular classrooms. After mentioning that exception, we shall present a small
sampling of the tremendous variety of activities that were available to our younger students.

An Encore Performance: Little Red Riding Hood

For Exhibition Day in November 2018, Mathayom Two students, directed by Khru Andre Buitend-
ag, had presented the story of Little Red Riding Hood in drama form in English. That performance was a
smash hit, but ironically, not that many
younger students had a chance to see it
on Exhibition Day. Therefore, it was
decided to stage an encore presentation
for Prathom One to Four students dur-
ing the time Prathom Five and Six stu-
dents were completing their Writing
Showcase for the World Languages
Festival. For this additional perfor-
mance Khru Amara Panomthai and
Khru Athisit Kemcharoen served as
directors and producers.

Once again, the performance

was outstanding. Little Red Riding Hood (left) and The Wolf (right).
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Little Red Riding Hood Personnel (all Mathayom Two)

Cast
Ms Patcharamon Chantaravesutilert Red Riding Hood
Ms Kamin Klieopatinon The Wolf
Ms Siradarath Puthivaratikun Grandmother
Ms Buabucha Tantayopin Mother
Ms Jongpasinee Sukavut Teacher
Ms Thanutchaya Phanichewa Woods-Woman
Ms Karnchanok Kanchanaporn Narrator
Production
Ms Sarisa Kankhayan Backstage Director

Ms Thaniyanun Mahasirimongkol ~ Designer
Ms Venisa Chinavicharana Backstage Worker

World Language Festival Activities for Prathom Students

Each English and Chinese Prathom teacher was assigned a grade level which was different from
what she or he usually teaches. We assumed that both student and teacher interest would be much higher
with a different pairing of teachers and students. Prathom Six students did not have their own activities, but
instead assisted teachers with the younger students in Prathom One to Five. Here are a few examples of what
our teachers created for the Prathom students.

Khru Mr William Glover, a Prathom Six teacher, taught Prathom Five an old American song.

Prathom Five students listened to a record-
ing of an old American country or folk song, which
was popular in the 1970s, called ‘Country Roads’.
The song, which is about someone who misses his
home in the American state of West Virginia, was
made very popular by the singer John Denver.

Country roads, take me home
To the place I belong
West Virginia, mountain mama

Take me home, country roads

Students first filled in a lyrics sheet that was
missing a few words. After finishing the lyrics, the

students were put into groups to sing the song and  Khru Mr William Glover playing the song for Prathom
dance for their classmates. (Thanks to Khru William  Five students.

for this summary.)
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Khru Mr Bryan Jacques, a Prathom Four teacher, showed Prathom Five students how to make intro-
ductions and count numbers in three European languages.

Prathom Five students learned how to intro-
duce themselves in French, German and Italian, say-
ing their name, age, which town they live in and
which country they come from. After listening, they
chose the language they felt most comfortable with
and had fifteen minutes, with a worksheet, to prac-
tice their introductions in groups. They were then

asked to present this to the whole class. They then

recited the numbers 1-10 in the three languages  Khru Mr Bryan Jacques, wearing a beret and striped shirt

and completed two Worksheets on numbers: a jum_ (hke a Frenchman), eXplainS to Prathom Five students how
t French, G d Italian.
bled word puzzle and a word search. (Thanks to © use French, Lerman and fatan

Khru Bryan for this description.)

Khru Mr. Wang Yongkang, a Prathom Six teacher, met students in Prathom Five

We began by learning some simple Chinese words and sentences cover- .
ing daily life, food and drink, time, common places and school supplies. We
then used these words and sentences to make games and activities, such as a
word-card game, a digital avoidance ‘seven’ game and a pronunciation group-

circle game. We summarized and checked on the day’s learning with a Kahoot -~ :
game. (Thanks to Khru Wang Yongkang for this explanation.) Khru Wang explains a word.

Khru Mr Brandon Darr, a Prathom Five teacher, helped Prathom Four learn about country flags.

|

5
G {‘. L
| 0

Il Prathom Four students learned the flags of
countries from around the world. Working in
groups, they then had to identify the flags they
learned on a worksheet. Afterwards, they had to

and a small size of their favourite flag to take home.
(Thanks to Khru Brandon for this summary.)

Khru Ms Sirichana Homsilpakul, a Prathom Six
teacher, introduced Prathom Three children to
peace symbols.

During the World Languages Festival stu-
dents in Prathom Three had the opportunity to learn
about the symbols of peace. They were shown dif-
ferent images which represented peace in different
cultures and contexts: the peace sign, the dove, the
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paper crane, the white poppy, the v-sign and the olive branch. Certain symbols, such as the peace sign and
the dove, were more familiar to the students than others. We went through those symbols one by one but the
story that captured the attention of the students the most was that of the paper crane. I let the students who
knew of Sadako and The Thousand Paper Cranes share the story with their friends. The students then chose a
symbol that they liked and coloured it. At the end of the activity, we played a memory picture game together.
(Thanks to Khru Sirichana for this description.)

Here are some additional activities that were arranged for Prathom students for the Festival:

Prathom Teacher WLF Group Topic
Khru Ms Benjaporn Thamteerapong  Prathom One General Knowledge Quiz and Fun Game
Khru Ms Genie Paladiganon Prathom One ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ Story
Khru Mr Johnny Wilke Prathom One Colour Your World with Kindness
Khru Ms Kulwadee Foopantuwut Prathom Two ‘It’s a Small World’ Song
Khru Ms Lorraine Heneghan Prathom Two St. Patrick Activity
Khru Ms Worada Kulpetchprasit Prathom Two British and American Vocabulary
Khru Ms Chatpet Dumrong Prathom Three  Junior Tour Guides
Khru Ms Wannarat Poonyarit Prathom Three =~ An Aesop Fable
Khru Mr Kamran Munawar Prathom Four A Song from Prathom Six
Khru Ms Nitima Krairiksh Prathom Four Love and Peace Activity
Khru Ms Pakinee Thienpaitoon Prathom Five Metric and Imperial Measurements
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The World Language Festival 2019
A Review by Khun Khru Mr David Lenhart

The inaugural World Language Festival was held this year on 14 January 2019. The opening
ceremony was held in the courtyard and kicked things off to a rousing start. Students from both Matha-
yom and Prathom sang songs and played instruments to the delight of all the onlookers. As a special
treat, a Japanese Taiko drum was brought in to join other Chinese and Western instruments. It was truly
a great way to start the day.

Following the opening ceremony, all the students participated in different language-themed ac-
tivities. The Chinese activities included both a cooking session and a jigsaw puzzle area that had the
girls assembling the pieces of China into a coherent country. Petch, a Mathayom One student, said that
the jigsaw activity was ‘good because if you don’t know where a piece goes you can match up the Chi-
nese characters’. The girls then went off to enjoy French food. According to Prae, a Mathayom Five
student, ‘the French food was delicious. Merci madam’. There was also a fun Japanese booth that
helped students to learn Japanese for travelling. It was challenging, but the girls seemed eager to learn
Japanese of this type since many of them said they hope to visit Japan in the near future. Maesa, a
Mathayom Five student, said, ‘It’s fun. You can create your own name card in Japanese’.

The Mary room hosted a variety of English booths that kept the girls entertained as they circled
the area. In the courtyard, there was a raucous group of girls arranging themselves into different vehi-
cles as they listened to upbeat tunes played by the DJ. This activity required teamwork and quick ac-
tion. On the fifth floor, a more subdued Writing Showcase was taking place. Despite the obvious aca-
- demic flavour of this session, several girls
were inspired to write some good paragraphs
and essays. Finally, all orators were summoned
to display their speaking skills in the Auditori-
um in front of the judges for the speaking
competition. Many of the speeches were inspi-
rational and showed a great deal of creativity

as well as sound organization.

Several other activities captured the interest of the girls as they walked through the courtyard.
A Book Booth set up by the volunteer mothers was quite popular. At this booth, you were asked to
guess which of the displayed books was the source of a given quote or summary. It was both fun and a
great way for the girls to learn about books they may want to read. While Prathom Five and Six were
completing their Writing Showcase, Mathayom Two students performed an encore version of their
popular play, Little Red Riding Hood, for Prathom One through Four. It was as good as, if not better
than, the original! Finally, singing talents found a voice and a hungry audience as they courageously
and adroitly belted out popular tunes.

All in all, the first WLF was a great success. With suggestions already rolling in, the second
WLF in 2020 promises to be even bigger and better. Ice, a Mathayom Two student, certainly hopes for
more as she stated, ‘It was all fun, but it would be nice to have more time to do all the activities’. A big
thank you to everyone for all your help
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STORYTELLING THROUGH PHOTOGRAPHY

BAN KRUA

SILK COMMUNITY

M. 5 students of the "Storytelling through Photography"
elective class visited the Ban Krua silk community on the
banks of the San Saeb canal. Richin diversity and heritage,
this Thai-Muslim community houses 100-year old silk
weaving families and has a treasure trove of traditional
Thai architecture. The intriguing trip gave the students a
wonderful opportunity to take pictures of life and scenery
students saw and incorporate them with the techniques
they have learned in the class. The students enjoyed the
trip and, moreover, the freedom to tell their stories
through the photos they took. Here are some of the

stories from their trip.

PONKAMON WORANART

MONGKUTDAO BOONNACHANOK

SUPARAKORN INROS

PERFECT CHAOS HARMONY IN DIVERSITY
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M.L. THITIYAPORN CHATRACHAI

PAKWAN SUPAKSATAPORNPUN

IF WALLS COULD TALK.
AN OLD WALL, LIT BY THE MORNING SUN, QUIETLY TELLING
STORIES FROM GENERATIONS PAST.

IS AN M5 ELECTIVE CLASS, CO-TAUGHT BY
MONICA WHITE THANUT SINGHASUVICH LOUIS BOONSINSUKH

PONKAMON WORANART

TIMELESS TABLE
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From the Prathom Four Classrooms of Khun Khru Mr Johnny Wilke

From the Teacher

After coming back from Christmas break, the students were very excited to talk about their experi-
ences. We decided to share this enthusiasm by putting pencil to paper through a free writing exercise. Below
we show some examples of their work.
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From the Teachers

From Khru Madame Colette Adamson, Head, French Section of the World Languages Department

Some students choose to learn French for the pleasure of learning a beautiful, melodious language
with which to appreciate visits to some of the world’s top tourist destinations. Others may be interested in
French as a tool to further a career in cooking, fashion, theatre, the visual arts, dance or architecture. All will
find that French is an analytical language, which develops critical thinking, a valuable twenty-first century
skill. These benefits can only be realized if the learner is confident in her ability to use French in real-life
situations and that is why one of the aims of the Mater Dei French Section is to provide as many opportuni-
ties for authentic communication as possible. This year, students have taken part in a national competition,

been to French camps and had conversations with native speakers.

Ms Kotcharatana Kaewpoungngam, Mathayom Six, was Ms Rasa Lohitnavy, Mathayom Six, was awarded a
awarded third prize in the Storytelling competition. certificate of merit in the Dictation competition.

French Language Competition

On 11 November 2018 the ATPF (Association Thailandaise des Professeurs de Frangais) organized
the 39th Annual French Fair, ‘Mon idée pour le frangais’, at the Chulalongkorn University Faculty of Educa-
tion. Participants came from ninety schools from around Thailand. It was a very festive occasion with a wide
variety of competitions and exhibitions. Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn graciously
bestowed awards upon the winners of the different language skills competitions.

Linguistic camps

Linguistic camps were a very enriching expe-
rience for students as they were an opportunity to
have fun in French and be inspired and motivated by

dwmu;ﬂlé- ﬂqw‘nmm
new friends and activities. The goals for French : g b S o

camps were to acquire linguistic competences to
CEFR (Common European Framework of Reference ¥ £
for Languages) standard.
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On 3-8 August, Ms Suwapat Sopondirekrat and Ms Nakan Likitchan-
sakul from Mathayom Five took part in the Fifth National French Language
Camp <<Vers I’international avec le frangais>> organized by the Centre for the
Development of French for the Central Region at the Pavilion Rim Kwai Resort
in Kanchanaburi with 225 students and fifty teachers from across the country.

On 23-24 August, Ms Nichakamol Chuenpisal, Ms Prawravee Suwant-
awit and Ms Sarannuch Choktrirasawat (all Mathayom Five) went to the ‘Camp
de frangais ‘18 Le francais, c¢’est le fun!’ organized by the Chinorotwittayalai
Triam Udom Suksa and Matthayom Watnairong Schools from the Bangkok 1
Centre for the Development of French for 147 students at Cholapruek Resort in Nakhon Nayok province.

From Ms Suwapat Sopondirekrat, Mathayom Five

I gained so much from this camp and I was very honoured to be chosen to take part. I met tons of
new friends and had fun learning French. It really helped me with the skills that I am very bad at and I could
see the results after [ returned. I also believe that I am able to understand more vocabulary and have become
more fluent. This camp was beneficial not only for my linguistic skills but it also helped me to adapt myself
to working with other people, being as good a leader as a follower. The environment of the camp amazed me
because everyone understood each other, helped each other to gain the most memorable experience, and
dared to accept the challenges. No one was afraid to speak French or feared being wrong. It reminds me of
the quotations that I learned in one of the activities at the camp: ‘La vie nous donne toujours une seconde
chance... Elle s’appelle “Demain’’. ‘Life always offers you a second chance ... It’s called “tomorrow”’. You
will always have a chance to do many things. If you try, although you may make some mistakes, you can
begin your new day tomorrow without repeating the same mistakes. Do not be afraid of mistakes because

they will be the most valuable lessons in your life.

DELF (Diplome d'Etudes en Langue Francaise)

Mater Dei Students of French all take the DELF Al and A2 exams to obtain official qualifications
corresponding to the first two levels of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
awarded by the French Ministry of Education to prove the French-language skills of non-French speakers
across the world. To help students practice speaking skills, volunteers from Bangkok Accueil, an association

of French expatriates, guided our students through four sessions of discussions F

and role-plays. Students learned to make themselves understood by native
speakers who do not speak Thai. They realized the importance of some linguis-
tic details they had previously ignored. They understood that to communicate
you need vocabulary, you need to be able to put thoughts into words, but above
all, they learned, after a time of trepidation and r;

encouragement, that they were indeed able to
communicate many of their thoughts and ideas.
Their confidence improved visibly in later sessions

and they were excited and eager to participate.in
this activity.
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Thoughts from Khun Khru Mr Bryan Jacques

St Angela Merici: The Faithful
‘Do now what you wish to have done when your moment comes to die’.
Part Four of Four

Angela Merici, a devoted servant of the Lord’s work, was proactive in making changes for a better
Christian community. I recall reading a very simple example of this. It was that at one time her parish priest
was so busy with his work, that the needs of the girls in his church were not being properly catered for. An-
gela Merici of course noticed this and started a Sunday school for the girls in order for them to benefit from
good Christian learning.

From 1516 Angela Merici was welcomed
eagerly into the homes of good people in Brescia.
This was because she had a reputation for devotion,
kindness and wisdom. She had also decided that
Brescia was the area to which the Lord was calling
her. Her life there was not without its hardships, but
this was a thing she was used to from her early life.
She understood her calling and maintained her dedi-

cation, always in the spirit of humility. This was no-
ticed by many people, from many walks of life, in the community. People admired the traits that Angela
Merici displayed and came to her for advice, for spiritual guidance, and even just to talk. She welcomed
them sincerely and her worthy reputation spread further.

In 1533 Angela Merici had her first rooms provided solely for the purpose of use as a small chapel in
which people could come to pray and worship in peace. Many women came here, many of them suffering
great hardship. These women through constant prayer and worship also became faithful to the Lord. It is cer-
tain that at these prayer meetings Angela Merici was telling them to go home and live the Lord’s will in their
families. She wanted normal women to do normal things, but with the Lord
shining from their hearts and minds. At this time, Angela Merici had no idea
that this community of faithful lay people, who came to be known as Ange-
lines, would eventually become the Ursuline Order. Her Angelines were
normal Christian wives, mothers and neighbours. Her ‘Angeline Doors’ were
open to any and all in the community.

In 1535, Angela Merici and twelve faithful women set themselves to
establishing the Company of St Ursula, which became the first religious
teaching order focussing solely on women. St Ursula was chosen as their pro-

tector, because she was a model for female rights and for higher learning.

Angela Merici was chosen, quite naturally, as the leader of the group, eventually becoming the chosen

‘Mother’. With help in putting pen to paper, Angela Merici formed her ideas into words, rules for her family
of women to follow, rules for the goodwill of women and the education of girls.

As a progressive thinker, Angela Merici was one of those rare gems of life who could see a need or a
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problem and work with determination to find a solution. So many times she could have easily given up, but
through the events of her early life she knew that her commitment was to help others in some way. Through
her many hard tests, St Angela always knew that the Lord would take care of the mission she had begun.

Let’s stop and think. The Lord drew St Angela to Brescia. He is also drawing us somewhere.We of-
ten rush around in life having to get too much done too quickly. What we should be doing is opening our
eyes and hearts wide. We should, as Angela Merici so often did, take the time to pause, reflect and pray for
things we seemingly have no control over, peacefully seeking the determination to succeed. Pausing to re-
flect replenishes our energy, refreshes our mind and keeps our heart open. If we all paused more often, many
good things would happen.

Upper: Panoramic view of Brescia today. Saint Ursula by Carlo Crivelli, 1473
Lower: Modern Brescia on the shores of Lake Garda. (This image is in the public domain.)

Sources: The Internet pages of:
Biography Your Dictionary;
Catholic Online;
Holy Spirit Interactive Kids Zone;
St Ursula Academys;
Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph; and
Wikipedia. Photos courtesy of www.ursulines.org.za; Permission requested.
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